


ABOUT

Surbhhi K. Modi is a multidisciplinary artist who works with sculpture, textile
and installations to create whimsical, allegorical works that fit into her non-
linear universe. She strives to liberate functional objects from the
conventional constraints of use and usability making them socio-political
objects charging them with a narrative that's not necessarily straight-
forward, the deeper you probe, the less clear things become, but intrigue is
Surbhhi’s stock-in-trade.

Her practice is an exploration of post modernism, and involves juxtaposing disparate materials together and
combining traditional household objects with labour-intensive craft with spirit and mystique. She sees the artist as an
unpredictable, resourceful alchemist making objects of beauty and form, many of sculptures have a function even
those that wear the artifice of aestheticism.



The Monkey or Bandar is an ongoing subject of Surbhi’s artistic ouvre, which she revisits often. The Bandar
is a deeply complex work which is highly conceptual, it is both personal referring to familial love and a cry
for independence and yet it deals with universal themes of national pride, social-cultural issues, and freedom
of speech and body. Bandar intends to spread the message of tolerance, love, unity despite diversity, of
being human not just just a woman or an Indian.



The Bandar (Monkey Series)
Fibreglass, Resin, Proprietary Paints,
Silver leaf, Gold leaf, Acrylic eyes
50 inches X 42 inches X 38 inches
2024
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The Monkey Series

The Monkey is an ongoing subject of Surbhhi’s artistic ouvre,
which she revisits often. Inspired by her very own pet monkeys,
Badges and Pinks each of her pieces though unique, are
evocative of the delicate relationship between man and animals
and often point to a deeper narrative. She sees the monkey as the
animal that best evokes man, in its bodily shape, expressions and
movements. In her words, “monkeys are mini humans with zero
inhibitions, social norms and etiquette.”

Brass, Fibreglass, Ceramic, Plaster and Steel

24x12x12in




Mother and Child
Silicone, Fibreglass and Pigments
12x12x10in

This was the first sculpture Surbhhi made in the Monkey series
in 2016, a year after her son Sumer was born. As a new mother
herself, the piece has special meaning to her as she explores the
precious relationship between a mother and child.










Mukin has an unmistakable feminist underpinning using language
and humour to champion the role of the woman. Surbhhi studies
languages and linguistic anomalies, and brings to attention
strange coincidences between languages and cultures, with the
strong belief that everything is connected, and if we recognise
our similarities, we can build a better future. For instance, the
umbrella bears the words, “Vaanar” that means monkey in
Sanskrit, but translates to “Wo(h) Man" in English, to stress the
ubiquity of women and their importance, putting them at the root
of everything.
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Brass, Wood, Ceramic, Plaster, Bulb and Steel
24 x12x12in












